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o In its relationships with other nations, 

the United States has certain goals. 
 

o Government leaders have a wide range 

of choices in deciding on actions to 

achieve their foreign policy goals. 
 

o Four hallmark goals have guided US 

foreign policy since the dawn of our 

history… 
 

• Peace: if it is at all possible the US 

government will avoid going to war 

with another nation.  Preserving the 

peace is our paramount goal.  
 

• Prosperity: the US wants a strong 

and vibrant economy that supplies 

plenty of jobs and good pay. 

Peace Prosperity 



• Security: bordered by two oceans, the 

US has been fortunate, because it has 

only been attacked twice by a foreign 

nation and once by terrorist. 
 

a. War of 1812 

b. December 7, 1941 

c. September 11, 2001 
 

• Freedom: the United States 

government is dedicated to the 

freedom of its own citizens… 
 

a. However, the United States, 

is also concerned about the 

freedoms of people outside 

its borders. 
 

b. Working with other nations 

and the United Nations (UN), 

the United States does what 

it can to promote democracy 

and human rights. 
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Peace Prosperity 

Security Freedom 
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CoA #1 

o Foreign policy involves knowing what 

choices are available in a given 

situation. 
 

o For example, President Truman had 

a number of Courses of Action 

(CoA) after learning of the invasion 

of the Republic of Korea… 
 

• Do nothing. 

• Condemn the North Korean 

action. 

• Send arms and supplies to the 

RoK Army. 

• Deploy American combat forces 

in support of the RoK with the 

approval of the UN. 

• Deploy American combat forces 

without the approval of 

Congress or UN. 

• Bomb the DPRK into 

submission and attack its allies. 

CoA #2 

CoA #3 

CoA #4 

CoA #5 

CoA #6 
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o If Truman hadn’t been president, a 

different Course of Action (CoA) might 

have evolved. 
 

o No matter on who makes the decision, 

the process for making a decision is the 

same… 
 

• Obtain reliable information about the 

crisis. 

• Develop many different CoAs. 

• Effect of the decision. 

• Make a choice. 

• Action on the decision. 
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o After the terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, 

President George W. Bush did the following… 
 

• Obtained UN approval to invade 

Afghanistan to rout out the al-Qaeda. 

• Deployed American combat forces to 

Afghanistan. 
 

o However, his decision to go to war against Iraq 

in March of 2003, he disregarded the UN, and 

critics argued that he ignored steps in the 

decision making process. 
 

• Ignoring UN weapons inspectors’ reports 

that they had not found any weapons of 

mass destruction (WMD). 
 

• Bush’s justifications for going to war was 

that Iraq possessed chemical and nuclear 

weapons. 
 

o Critics also faulted Bush for failing to use 

sanctions, and diplomacy in dealing with Iraq. 
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o First, as an administrator, the secretary of 

state directs the ambassadors and other 

foreign service officers (FSO) who make-up 

the Department of State. 
 

o Second, as a diplomat, the secretary of state 

meets with foreign ambassadors living in 

Washington, DC…  
 

• Also, the secretary of state composes 

diplomatic letters and notes. 

• With POTUS’ approval, these letter and 

notes are dispatched to the foreign 

ministers and heads of state of other 

nations.  

• Travels abroad to meet face-to-face 

with these same ministers and heads of 

state when a letter is insufficient. 
 

o Third, the secretary of state advises POTUS 

about international problems that concern 

the United States.  
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o Until the end of the Second World War, 

two cabinet members, the secretary of war 

and the secretary of the navy, ran the 

armed forces. 
 

o With the National Security Act (1947), 

the two independent departments were 

reorganized and unified into the 

Department of the Army, Department of 

the Navy, and the new Department of the 

Air Force under the new Department of 

Defense. 
 

o The secretary of defense advises POTUS 

on… 
 

• Fiscal needs of the department. 

• Weapons systems development and 

replacement. 

• Forward deployment of American 

combat forces. 

• Assists in planning military 

operations. 
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o POTUS receives military advise on 

national defense from both civilians and 

members of the armed forces of the 

United States. 
 

o The Joint Chiefs of Staff is a group of 

six high ranking generals and admirals 

who advise POTUS on defense matters. 
 

o The group is composed of the… 
 

• Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

• Vice-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. 

• Chief of Staff of the Army. 

• Chief of Naval Operations. 

• Chief of Staff of the Air Force. 

• Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
 

o They are the military counterpart to the 

civilian secretary of defense. 
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o The National Security Act (1947) also 

created the National Security Council 

(NSC). 
 

o Composing of cabinet members and other 

officials to discuss matters relevant to the 

security of the United States. 
 

o In addition to POTUS as the chair of the 

committee the following also attend… 
 

• VPOTUS. 

• Secretary of State (Sec State). 

• Secretary of Defense (Sec Def). 

• Secretary of the Treasury (Sec Treas). 

• Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

(CJSC). 

• Director of National Intelligence (DNI). 

• National Security Advisor (NSA). 

• Director of Central Intelligence (DCI). 

• White House Chief of Staff. 
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o In the world of shadowy characters, 

intelligence means the collection of 

information about… 
 

• Foreign governments. 

• Terrorist organizations. 

• Guerrilla groups. 

• Anything that is believed to be relevant 

to the security of the United States. 
 

o Counterintelligence means the prevention 

taken to thwart foreign governments from 

obtaining American secrets. 
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o Created by the National Security Act (1947), 

the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 

works in both areas. 
 

o It gathers information… 
 

• Overt sources. 

• Covert sources. 
 

o The CIA provides the information it collects 

to National Command Authority (NCA) 

and the National Security Council (NSC). 



Advisers: National Security Agency 

13 

o Created in 1952, the National Security 

Agency (NSA), collects information like… 
 

• Overt means. 

• Covert means. 
 

o The NSA also works to protect the United 

States secure communications apparatus 

from being breached by foreign intelligence 

agencies. 
 

o For many years, the US government 

refused to acknowledge the existence of the 

NSA.   
 

o In fact it was joked that the initials NSA 

stood for “No Such Agency.” 
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o POTUS receives advice from some of the 

brightest minds and experts in the nation. 
 

o Most advisers, however, rarely agree 

completely with one another.  They may 

even advocate different strategies… 
 

• Cuban Missile Crisis (October 1962):  

a. General Maxwell (CJCS), believed 

that the US should invade Cuba in 

order to destroy the Soviet missile 

installations under construction. 
 

a. Secretary of Defense Robert 

McNamara favored a quarantine 

of Cuba in order to prevent the 

Soviets from completing the 

installation of the missiles. 
 

a. JFK decided to use McNamara’s 

plan. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbKCyQn5oTc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbKCyQn5oTc
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o Jefferson was attempting to keep the United 

States out of the Napoleonic Wars between 

Britain and France. 
 

o To facilitate this goal Jefferson issued a 

strict policy statement on American 

neutrality. 
 

o Jefferson signed into law the Embargo Act 

(1807) that restricted, and then banned 

trade with belligerent nations. 
 

o Jefferson’s actions accomplished his goal of 

remaining neutral was at the expense of 

hurting the American economy. 
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o When the First World War broke out in 

Europe in 1914, Wilson insisted on the 

principle of freedom of the seas for US 

ships. 
 

o Wilson wanted to keep the United States 

out the war, but the combination of… 
 

• Unrestricted submarine warfare. 

• Zimmermann telegram. 

• Loss of American lives. 
 

o April 6, 1917, the United States Congress 

declared war on the Central Powers. 
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o Even though he condemned the Soviet Union as 

an “evil empire,” Reagan made arms control a 

top priority. 
 

• Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 

in 1987.  (Gorbachev and Reagan). 

• Strategic Arms Reduction Talks I (START 

I) in 1991. (Gorbachev and Bush 41). 

• Strategic Arms Reduction Talks II (START 

II) in 1992. (Yeltsin and Bush 41). 
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o POTUS bears most of the 

responsibilities for making foreign policy. 
 

o Congress plays an important role with 

three checks on the presidential 

power… 
 

• Congress can refuse to appropriate 

funds that POTUS needs to 

conduct defense spending and 

foreign policy. 

• The Senate must ratify all treaties 

made by POTUS. 

• Congressional power to declare 

war. 
 

o To stop POTUS from fighting a 

protracted war with Congressional 

approval, Congress passed the War 

Powers Resolution (1973). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBji4BuNHDE&t=12s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBji4BuNHDE&t=12s
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o The War Powers Resolution (1973) 

requires POTUS to seek the consent of 

the American people, through their 

representatives, before sending United 

States troops into war.  
 

o It is the responsibility of Congress to 

deliberate and consult with the 

executive branch before involving the 

United States in a military conflict. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBji4BuNHDE&t=12s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBji4BuNHDE&t=12s
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o The final check on POTUS’ foreign policy 

belongs to the American people. 
 

o Expressing their opinions, citizens can 

make it easier or harder for POTUS to 

follow a certain policy. 
 

o As a rule unpopular policies usually don’t 

last long… 
 

• 1937, Japan invades Manchuria, China.  

Without mentioning Japan, FDR calls 

for the peaceful nations of the world to 

quarantine those threaten the peace 

and stability of the world. 

• 1968, US public opinion polls showed 

that millions of Americans had come to 

oppose LBJ, Richard Nixon wins the 

1968 election to POTUS and begin 

secret peace talks with the North 

Vietnamese. 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/FDR_in_1933.jpg
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o Since the end of the Vietnam War, the 

United States has become more and more 

involved in the affairs of other nations, 

especially when regional security and 

humanitarian issue are involved. 
 

o US soldiers have been sent to distant lands 

to fight the activities of dictators and to help 

achieve and maintain the peace. 
 

o American soldiers, sailors, and airmen are 

an integral part of an international force that 

make up military forces from the United 

Nations and NATO. 
 

o By the 1990s, the United States was the 

worlds only superpower, and it was 

displaying its might. 
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o 1983, President Ronal Reagan sent the US 

Marine Corps (USN) to Lebanon in the 

Middle East to help bring a settlement to a 

violent civil war. 
 

o A suicide attack on the USMC barrack in 

Beirut, Lebanon in October resulted in the 

death of 241 Marines. 
 

o POTUS bowed to negative reactions and 

withdrew all US troops for Lebanon in 1984. 
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o In 1993, President George H.W. Bush sent 

US troops to Somalia as part of a multi-

national UN force to bring aid to the starving 

Somali people. 
 

o The US military was caught in a civil war 

between numerous Somali warlords. 
 

o When American soldiers were killed by 

Somali militia on October 3, 1993 and 

October 4, 1993 (Blackhawk Down), US 

public opinion turned against the American 

presence. 
 

o By 1995, President Clinton had removed all 

American troops from the Horn of Africa. 
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o In 1995, President Clinton sent American 

troops to join an international coalition 

attempting to stop the civil war in the former 

Yugoslavia. 
 

o The Serbian policy against large Muslim 

populations of “ethnic cleansing”  evoked 

the memories of the horrors of the 

Holocaust. 
 

o Later in 1995, the Dayton Accords were 

signed, and a negotiated cease-fire. 
 

o US forces were kept in Bosnia for several 

years to assist in keeping the peace. 
 

o In 1999, US public opinion again supported 

a US-led military intervention in the former 

Yugoslavia.  This action was with NATO 

allies instead of UN peacekeepers. 



Foreign Intervention 
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o President George W. Bush pursued a policy 

of preemptive war against Iraq in 2003. 
 

o The concept behind preemptive war 

is to strike and defeat a hostile 

nation before it strikes first. 
 

o After about one year into the 

American occupation of Iraq, 

national and international support 

for the action substantially eroded. 
 

o No weapons of mass destruction 

(WMD) were found, thousands of 

US military and Iraqi civilian 

casualties resulted.  
 

o The huge financial cost of the action in Iraq 

also undermined the US military actions in 

Afghanistan against al-Qaeda. 
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o The wars in Korea, Afghanistan, and Iraq 

are only some of the many wars that the 

United States has fought in our 240 year 

history as a nation. 
 

o The United States has fought in only a 

dozen wars according to your text… 
 

• Revolutionary War (1775-1783). 

• War of 1812 (1812-1815). 

• Mexican War (1846-1848). 

• Civil War (1861-1865). 

• Spanish-American War (1898). 

• World War I (1917-1918). 

• World War II (1941-1945). 

• Korean War (1950-present). 

• Vietnam War (1964-1973). 

• Persian Gulf War I (1991). 

• Global War on Terrorism (2002-

present). 

• Persian Gulf War II (2003-present). 
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o American troops also fought Native 

American tribes at different times from the 

founding of Jamestown to the end of the 

19th century. 
 

o Also your text doesn’t mention American 

involvement in… 
 

• Cuba. 

• Philippines. 

• Haiti. 

• Dominican Republic. 

• Nicaragua. 

• Panama/Colombia. 

• Mexico. 

• China. 

• Hawai’i. 
 

o Nations manage to get along peacefully 

with one another most of the time.   
 

o Diplomacy are peaceful relationship 

between nations. 
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o Looking back at past policies will help us 

to see where the current policies 

originated. 
 

o In US foreign policy history,  World War II 

(1939-1945) forms a major turning point. 
 

o George Washington in his Farewell 

Address (1796) states that the United 

States must remain vigilant, but must 

also stay out of the politics of Europe and 

its monarchies. 
 

o World War I: the policy of unrestricted 

submarine warfare and the Zimmermann 

telegram led the United States to declare 

war on the Central Powers. 
 

o However, after the Great War the United 

States reverted back to its policy of 

isolationism. 
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o Latin America: Americans were far more 

willing to insert themselves in the affairs of 

Central and South American nations. 
 

• 1823: Monroe Doctrine.  

• 1900: Open Door Policy. 

• 1901: Big Stick Policy. 

• 1904: Panama and the canal. 

• 1912: Dollar Diplomacy 

• 1914: Haiti, Dominican Republic, 

Nicaragua, El Salvador, and still in 

Cuba. 

• 1917: Moral Diplomacy. 

• 1917: Mexico. 

• 1935: FDRs Good Neighbor Policy. 

• 1961: Cuba. 

• 1983: Grenada. 

• 1989: Panama. 

• 1994: Haiti. 

American Foreign Policy: Past 
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o The experience of the Second World War 

caused the United States to abandon the 

neutrality and isolationist policies of the 

past. 
 

o We were now a superpower confronting 

another superpower, the Soviet Union. 
 

o The United States decided that it could not 

stand by and watch the Soviet-sponsored 

communism spread around the world. 
 

o July 1947, George F. Kennan wrote an 

anonymous article for Foreign Affairs in 

which he called for a counter-force to Soviet 

pressures for the purpose of “containing” 

communism. 
 

o In their emerging Cold War, the US and the 

Soviet Union would use economic pressure, 

nuclear threats, propaganda, and 

subversion against each other, but they 

would never engage in a direct military 

clash. 
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o President Truman was the first to apply 

the policy of “containment.” 
 

o Truman persuaded a reluctant 

Congress to give billions of American 

dollars in aid… 
 

• Marshall Plan. 

• Truman Doctrine. 

• Domino Theory. 
 

o The larger conflict between the two 

ideologies of the superpowers was a 

“Cold War,” one involving heated 

rhetoric and threats but without any 

direct large-scale violence. 
 

o The intervening years after the Second 

World War, Soviet and American 

leaders often expressed distrust and 

fear of each other’s government. 

Cold War Policies 



North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

33 

o April of 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) was created. 
 

o The signatories pledged that an attack 

against one was an attack against the 

alliance. 
 

o Greece and Turkey joined the alliance in 

1952. 
 

o West Germany in 1954. 
 

o The Soviets countered the establishment 

of the Federal Republic of Germany… 
 

• Creation of the German Democratic 

Republic. 

• Warsaw Treaty Organization in 

1955 to counter NATO. 
 

o Now dividing Europe into two armed 

camps.  
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o The Organization of American States 

(OAS) goal is "to achieve peace and justice, 

promote solidarity, strengthen their 

collaboration, defend their sovereignty, their 

territorial integrity, and their independence."  
 

o These goals are defined as… 
 

• Strengthen the peace and security of 

the American continent. 

• Promote representative democracy, 

and respect for the principle of 

nonintervention. 

• Provide for common defense. 

• Promote, by cooperative action, their 

economic, social, and cultural 

development. 

• Achieve an effective limitation of 

conventional weapons that will make it 

possible to devote the largest amount 

of resources to the economic and social 

development of the member states 
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o Until the late 1980s, it seemed that 

the Cold War would never come to 

an end. 
 

o 1985, with the elevation of Mikhail 

Gorbachev to the chair of General 

Secretary of the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union, he began to make 

politics of his nation more open and 

democratic. 
 

o Reform in the Soviet Union led to 

revolution in the nations of Eastern 

Europe, and free elections were  

held for the first time. 
 

o Poland voted the Communist out of 

office, and the other nations 

(Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 

East Germany, and Romania) 

behind the Iron Curtain eventually 

deposed their Communist 

governments. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=F6MReV0lMTBrzM&tbnid=5wiFpXQwkWmG9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/egsg/&ei=US2mUbXuC6iM0QGFkYDQAg&bvm=bv.47008514,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHA_SMl8AzKWi-NxrOoX5n_UjDcXA&ust=1369931467358136
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a5/Hungary_Communist_seal_2nd_1957.png
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=O5f8LliSkskM4M&tbnid=ZdDEDErzYAiKJM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://sites.google.com/site/wenzlickfamilyofnewzealand/Home/the-schott-family-connection/the-shischka-family-connection/the-hendl--remiger/the-rauner-family-connection/the-schollum-family-connection/the-usa-wenzlick-family-connections/dr-william-wenzlick--llb--md--of-usa/dr--william-wenzlick--llb--md--of-usa/wenzlick---penkert-family-of-germany/wenzlick-family-of/visit-to-prague-2002/czech-it-out&ei=zC6mUYwRxbjRAc2ZgfgC&psig=AFQjCNF-Ky9y0iKqK2LHHXsMmbP4Ldvlzw&ust=1369931820191483
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tOWlYhll74LmYM&tbnid=yTWRjcjKRZ7U7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ngw.nl/int/pol/pl-nat.htm&ei=3S2mUYjvMsXT0wGExoGIDA&bvm=bv.47008514,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGNA3syCpjErifBwJQA6e7Q-oOzkg&ust=1369931545095466
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RyfbxCbv2IpjhM&tbnid=gnAHHzacSNL6IM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coat_of_arms_of_Romania&ei=zDCmUeTEL43h0wHqg4HIBA&bvm=bv.47008514,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGGPBZ3kFXJsZMqK_KMS7JBGwHWpg&ust=1369932323768674
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=zuYX7ubs4v7cGM&tbnid=Rww97tqf6wpKdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clevelandpeople.com/groups/bulgarian/bulgarian.htm&ei=RDGmUcnoMeXI0wGegYGwDQ&bvm=bv.47008514,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNFplmkl0MYPv0QoKjFcrUxtXCGkIA&ust=1369932440727517
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o At the same time, 12 nations of Western 

Europe looked forward to a major change 

in their economic outlook. 
 

o These nations included all the European 

members of NATO (Norway and Turkey) 

that belonged to a common market, or 

Economic Community (EC). 
 

o 1992, the EC nations agreed to place their 

economies under a single governing body 

known as the European Union (EU). 
 

o Eventually, admitted other European 

nations, and in the past two decades the 

EU has acquired more political power in 

governing its member states. 
 

o US foreign policy makers understood that 

the world of the 21st century would be 

radically different from the past.   
 

o So how do we as a nation best achieve 

our four historic goals? 
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o At least since the beginning of Neolithic 

man, for the most part, acted on the 

assumption that events or problems within 

their nations didn’t effect other nations. 
 

o Today, we know this isn’t true with instant 

communications and rapid transportation, 

problems such as… 
 

• Disease. 

• Crime. 

• Terrorism. 

• Poverty. 
 

o These problems transcend national 

borders, and require the cooperation of 

other nations in order to adequately 

address these problems.  For example… 
 

• 2003: China with the severe acute 

respiratory syndrome (SARS).  

Travel was the main culprit in 

transferring the disease around the 

world.. 
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o Despite the end of the Cold War, arms control 

remains a top priority of the United States. 
 

o The United States government has sought to 

stop the proliferation of nuclear, biological, 

and chemical (NBC) weapons around the 

world. 
 

o US leaders are concerned that such 

weapons of mass destruction (WMD) may 

end up in the hands of so called rogue states 

such as the Peoples Republic of North Korea, 

Islamic State of Iran, and terrorist 

organizations. 
 

o These nation have nuclear weapon 

capability… 
 

• United States, Great Britain, France, 

Russia, China, India, Pakistan, Israel, 

North Korea, Iran, South Africa*, 

Ukraine*, Belarus*, Uzbekistan*, 

Kazakhstan*, and Turkmenistan*. 


